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Wheaton’s
Challenge:
Retain Soul
In Revival

Small, Ethnic Shops

- Worry About Surviving

By Crristian DavenporT
Washington Post Staff Writer

After a series of failed attempts to breathe
life back into a downtown that had turned
seedy, Montgomery County Executive
Douglas M. Duncan promised at the start of
this decade that he was going to “revitalize
Silver Spring or die trying.”

He used eminent domain to take over
large swaths of land, threw an estimated
$350 million at redevelopment and got per-
sonally involved in wooing Discovery Com-
munications Inc. and the American Film In-
stitute.

Now, with the project nearly complete and
Duncan (D) promoting Silver Spring’s ren-
aissance as he runs for governor, county offi-
cials are focusing attention a few miles north
along Georgia Avenue. But this time, in
‘Wheaton, their approach is starkly different.

Although they have taken some steps to
spark Wheaton'’s transformation — Duncan
and others actively pursued Macy's, which
opened its first store in the county at the
Westfield Shoppingtown Wheaton mall last
year — officials say they are mostly trying to
manage the growth that to alarge extent is
occurring without the intensive public re-
sources that were poured into Silver Spring.

Stung by criticism that many small busi-
nesses were pushed out of Silver Spring as
new ones were courted, county leaders also
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preserve  the family-owned
shepa that help make Whezton one
of the area’s most diverse comme-
nities.

“Redevelopment that replaces
small buginesses and undermines
um mmmm:L} is not revitaliza-

" Montgomery County Coun-
cnl menber Tom Porez (DSilver
Speing) szid "And that's one of the
Jumlmm!hl challenges of Whea-

]r wasn'l oo Jong ago
Wheaton watched Sibver S‘pmg'x,
metamerphosis with envy, still try-
ing to shake its reputation as 4
lua-collar suburb that was decay-
ing becanse of erime amd encroach-
ing urhamization — an image refn-
faroed by gang-related stabbings at
me mall ]xsl SumImer.

bcen de.lum by developers eager
10 come to Wheaten, which is at-
teactive because of its Metra stop,
active business community and the
fact that there are fow cther places
o grow in the county.

“They say, "We hear things are
pretty hot in Wheaton, Can you
showr us around?” " said Natalie €.
Cantor, director of Montgomery's
mid-county services center. Aboat
onee a week, she ssid, a member of
her staff gives developers 3 tour of

Yorlady Ramos has watched the
comtmunily's transformation. In
addition o the Macy's, 3 new
honsing development — the first
in downtown Wheaton in 30 years
- featured brownstones going for
nearly $700,000. And then a night-
cluy opened two doors from her
party supply store, selling a citrus.
martin for $8 and alerling custom-
crs: “Tiress Code. Upscale Attire

uforeed.”
Stll, nothing drove home the

changes more than when the man
from the Lating Economic Devel

tham she can afford.

they are » Iy shops, such a3 th ¥ I's Party Supply, that comtribute to

Wheaton i i that replaces small - ‘Tom Pecaz (D-Silver Spring) says,




